Introduction
The rabbit cornea, an avascular, transparent organ, is composed of a stratified epithelium at the anterior surface, a dense connective tissue, the "stroma," and an endothelium at the stromal poste- PG is related to other glycoprotcins (Nilsson et al., 1983; Yamaguchi, 1983; Stein et al., 1982 immunologically similar to those in the cornea, arc present in many tissues (Fundcrburgh et al., 1987) . The large hydrodynamic volume of GAGs, their tendency to bind to other macromolecules through ionic interactions, and their location within the corneal stroma suggest that they play an important role in developing and maintaining corneal transparency (Scott and Haigh, 1985b; Bettelheim and Plessy, 1975; Hedbys, 1961; Smelser, 1960; Maurice, 1957) .
Early studies suggested that the protcoglycans may not be uniformly distributed throughout the corneal stroma of the adult rabbit (Anseth, 1961 (l#{224}wara et al., 1989; Iozzo and Pacifici, 1986; Scott and Haigh, l985a,b; Kuppevelt et ai., 1984a,b; Orford and Gardner, 1984; Scott et al., 1981; Scott, 1980 , , / -.
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